
Vance AFB Compatibility Areas
Central to guiding and educating stakeholders on compatible development and 
activities without overregulating is the establishment of Vance AFB Military 
Compatibility Areas (MCAs). The MCAs graphically display the Vance AFB operational 
footprints outside the installation where certain operations may impact local 
communities and vice versa.The MCAs are used to identify locations where 
development would be compatible or incompatible, relative to each type of 
operation. When MCAs are combined and overlaid together, the result is a Military 
Compatibility Area Overlay District (MCAOD).  There are seven MCAs discussed in the 
Vance AFB JLUS:

The recommended strategies within the Vance AFB MCAs are designed to 
accomplish five objectives:

1 Promote an orderly transition between community and military  
land uses so that land uses remain compatible.

2 Maintain the operational capabilities of Vance AFB. 

3
Promote an awareness of the size and scope of military training 
areas to protect areas outside Vance AFB that are used for training 
purposes (e.g., air space).

4 Inform the local community of compatibility recommendations 
designated areas within the JLUS Study Area.

5 Protect public health, safety, and welfare.

 � Safety MCA

 � Noise MCA

 � Drone MCA

 � Vertical Obstruction Awareness MCA

 � Military Training Route (MTR) MCA

 � Bird / Wildlife Aircraft Strike Hazard (BASH) MCA

 � Radar / Wind Energy MCA

Overview
The Vance Air Force Base (AFB) Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) was a collaborative 
planning effort between Vance AFB and surrounding jurisdictions, including cities, 
towns, counties, and various other stakeholder agencies and organizations.  Along 
with the public, the stakeholders identified and addressed compatibility issues 
affecting the JLUS Study Area.  The JLUS was developed under the guidance of 
three main objectives:

UNDERSTANDING – Increase communication and understanding 
between Vance AFB, including Kegelman Air Force Auxiliary Field (AAF), and the 
surrounding communities regarding the economic and physical relationship between 
the installation and its neighbors.

COLLABORATION – Promote collaborative planning between all 
parties in order to achieve compatible development.

ACTIONS – Develop strategies for avoiding or reducing the impacts of 
incompatible civilian land uses on the military and vise versa.

Collaborative Planning
The JLUS planning process constitutes a locally relevant study that builds consensus 
and obtains support from stakeholders regarding compatible land uses. The public 
was involved in the development of this JLUS by providing their ideas and feedback, 
both in public workshops and through the interactive project website: www.
vancejlus.com.

Project development was guided by two committees composed of a wide variety of 
stakeholder representatives:

Advisory Committee. Provided strategic guidance, approved the study design, 
offered policy recommendations, and accepted the final JLUS Report as meeting the 
Office of Economic Adjustment grant requirements.

Technical Committee. Assisted in the identification and assessment of compatibility 
issues, provided feedback on report development, and helped with the 
development and evaluation of implementation strategies and tools.

The Vance AFB JLUS included the following key partners:

 � City of Enid 

 � Town of North Enid

 � Town of Waukomis

 � Garfield County

 � Alfalfa County

 � Grant County

 � Vance AFB

 � Kegelman AAF

Why is it Important to Partner 
with Vance AFB?
Vance AFB is home to the 71st Flying Training Wing, which is part of the Air 
Education and Training Command.  Vance AFB is a strategic asset of the United States 
Air Force, providing training for the Air Force and Allied student pilots in preparation 
for worldwide deployment and Aerospace Expeditionary Force support.  

The importance of a partnership between Vance AFB and nearby jurisdictions 
is rooted in the economic impact the installation has on the region.  Vance AFB 
contributes over $280 million dollars and 1,179 direct jobs to the regional economy.   
By partnering with Vance AFB on relevant planning projects that enable the viability 
of the military training missions and economic contributions that Vance AFB makes, 
local jurisdictions can help ensure the long-term sustainability of the installation and 
their own communities. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY



The Safety MCA would endorse compatible land use types and densities /intensities within the Clear Zones (CZs) and Accident 
Potential Zones (APZs) I and II of Vance AFB and Kegelman AAF runways.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS INCLUDE:
 � Update city and county plans and amend regulations to include land uses recommended by the Air Force.
 � Review and revise land use regulations to address land uses in the CZs.
 � Consider reprioritizing resources to purchase property within the CZ or assess feasibility of working with the City of Enid to 

purchase the property and provide an easement for the Air Force. 
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The Noise MCA includes all land located off-installation but within Vance AFB and Kegelman AAF aircraft activity noise contour, as 
identified in the most recent AICUZ report.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS INCLUDE:
 � Amend state building code for exterior to interior sound attenuation.
 � Develop an informational brochure regarding noise generated from the operations that occur at Vance AFB and Kegelman AAF.
 � Establish a formal partnership with Union Pacific Railroad to adjust train schedules to minimize noise during certain times.
 � Initiate legislation that requires disclosure of military impacts on real estate during sales transactions.
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The Drone Operations MCA includes the drone-restricted airspace surrounding Vance AFB, Kegelman AAF, and Woodring Regional 
Airport, as indicated by Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) guidelines.  

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS INCLUDE:
 � Work with local law enforcement to assist the FAA with enforcing the established rules and regulations of unauthorized  

drone usage.
 � Local jurisdictions should develop a public awareness campaign to educate members of the community about the FAA 

regulations for the use of drones.
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The Vertical Obstruction Awareness MCA includes the FAA Part 77 Compliance for evaluation of vertical obstruction compatibility for 
Vance AFB and Kegelman AAF.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS INCLUDE:
 � Amend city and county zoning ordinances to include the Imaginary Surfaces for the Vance AFB airfield. 
 � Develop county and city telecommunication ordinances.  
 � As part of the permitting process for wind energy conversion systems, require developers to report to the FAA if tall structures 

(above 200 feet) are proposed for locations within an MTR. 
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The Military Training Route (MTR) MCA comprises the flight paths that are used at Vance AFB to perform necessary aviation  
training operations.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS INCLUDE:
 � Track and catalog the air activities that occur within each classified airspace to assess utilization.
 � Work with the FAA to conduct a comprehensive airspace utilization study.
 � Conduct a study on the impact of reduced capacity of military airspace on the training missions at Vance AFB.
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The Radar / Wind Energy MCA includes four subzones surrounding the NEXRAD 
system at Kegelman AAF.  These subzones align with the weather radar impact 
zones created by the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration National 
Weather Service Radar Operations Center for wind energy development.  
This radar can be impacted by wind turbines, depending on their height and 
location relative to the radar site.  The MCA also includes the Terminal Area 
Subzone surrounding the Vance Air Traffic Control tower.

The Terminal Area Subzone extends 30-miles in all directions from the Vance 
AFB air traffic control tower and is an area where wind energy development is 
not recommended. Prior to approving a development or zoning application for  a 
request to build a structure(s) over 50 feet, including wind turbines, jurisdictions 
should submit and obtain Vance AFB’s review and input to determine if and how 
the proposed development will impact the military mission.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS INCLUDE:
 � Consider developing an alternative energy development ordinance to 

coordinate siting within military compatibility areas and to limit heights 
within restricted and special use airspace.

 � Amend applicable local planning documents to incorporate procedures 
requiring coordination of alternative energy development applications 
with the Department of Defense Siting Clearinghouse.

 � Identify and map locations suitable for wind energy development.

The proposed Bird / Wildlife Aircraft Strike Hazard (BASH) MCA extends 
from the air operations areas at Vance AFB, Kegelman AAF, and Woodring 
Regional Airport out a distance of five miles.  This MCA is meant to include 
areas near the airfield with the highest concentrations of wildlife or 
wildlife-attractants.  

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS INCLUDE:
 � Develop a detailed outreach and educational program to inform 

surrounding land owners about the impacts, size, and effects of BASH. 
 � All projects sponsored by a local jurisdiction or agency should consider 

bird attractants and require consultation with Vance AFB representatives.

BASH MCA
RADAR /  
WIND ENERGY MCA
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KEGELMAN 
AIRFIELD MCAOD

To obtain an electronic copy of the JLUS 
documents or for additional information, visit: 
www.VanceJLUS.org

More information about the compatibility issues and 
recommendations that were a part of the Vance AFB 
JLUS can be found in the JLUS Background Report and 
JLUS Report.  

or contact: Chris Bauer  
401 W Owen K. Garriott Rd 
Enid, OK 73703 
P: (580) 616-7217

VANCE AFB MCAOD
The Military Compatibility 
Area Overlay District (MCAOD) 
is a comprehensive overlay 
district combining all seven 
MCAs for Vance AFB and 
Kegelman AAF, respectively.  
The MCAOD is defined by the 
outermost MCA boundary 
when all of the installation’s 
MCAs are overlaid.   

The Vance AFB JLUS was prepared under contract with the City of Enid, with financial support from the Office of Economic Adjustment, Department of Defense. The content 
was developed through a collaborative stakeholder process, and does not necessarily reflect the views of the Office of Economic Adjustment.

OTHER VANCE AFB JLUS RECOMMENDATIONS
The following is an overview of some of the other key Vance AFB JLUS recommendations.

COMMUNICATION AND 
COORDINATION

 � Establish a JLUS Implementation Coordination Committee. 
 � Provide annual briefings to convey changes within communities and at the 

installation that may impact civilian and/or military areas. 
 � Invite a representative from Vance AFB to serve as a technical advisor to 

jurisdiction planning and zoning commissions.
 � Establish a communication process for notifying local jurisdictions of mission 

activities and changes.

LAND USE
 � Create a Military Compatibility Area Overlay District (MCAOD) containing 

Military Compatibility Areas that reflect the types and intensity of  
compatible uses.  

 � Review AICUZ information based on upcoming mission changes.

ROADWAY CAPACITY
 � Pursue Defense Access Road designations for the roads used by military traffic 

to be eligible for federal funding for road maintenance.
 � Develop a traffic impact analysis to quantify impacts from increased traffic and 

predict the future Level of Service along Southgate Road. 

WATER QUALITY / QUANTITY
 � Develop a water master plan for Vance AFB.
 � Continue to monitor drainage basins that flow from Vance AFB and any changes 

that occur within them due to operations. 


